
Sundress Academy for the Arts Announces
2016 Summer Poetry Writing Retreat

KNOXVILLE, TN – The Sundress Academy for the Arts is thrilled to announce its Summer Poetry Writing 
Retreat, which runs from Friday, May 27th to Sunday, May 29th, 2016.  The three-day, two-night camping 
retreat will be held on SAFTA’s own Firefly Farms in Knoxville, Tennessee.  This year’s retreat will focus 
on generative poetry writing and include break-out sessions on publishing, kicking writer's block, and much 
more!

A weekend pass includes one-on-one and group instruction, writing supplies, food, drinks, transportation to 
and from the airport, and all on-site amenities for $200.  Tents, sleeping bags, and other camping equipment 
are available to rent.  Payment plans are also available!

The event will be open to writers of all backgrounds and provide an opportunity to work with many talented, 
published fiction writers from around the country, including Gerry LaFemina and Karyna McGlynn.

Gerry LaFemina is the author of nine collections of poetry and prose poetry, numerous chapbooks, two 
books of fiction, and Palpable Magic: Essays on Poetry and Prosody. A new collection, The Story of Ash, 
will be released in 2017. Among his awards and honors are a Pushcart Prize as well as fellowships from the 
Irving Gilmore Emerging Artist Foundation and the Michigan Council for Arts and Cultural Affairs. A 
distinguished literary arts activist, he directs the Frostburg Center for Literary Arts at Frostburg State 
University, where he is an associate professor of English.  He also serves as a poetry mentor in the Carlow 
University low residency MFA Program.

Karyna McGlynn is the author of Hothouse (Sarabande Books 2017), I Have to Go Back to 1994 and 
Kill a Girl (Sarabande Books 2009), and three chapbooks: Scorpionica (New Michigan Press 2007), 
Alabama Steve (Sundress Publications 2014), and The 9-Day Queen Gets Lost on Her Way to the 
Execution, forthcoming from Willow Springs Editions. Her poems have recently appeared in The 
Kenyon Review, Ploughshares, Black Warrior Review, AGNI, Ninth Letter, Witness, and The Academy 
of American Poet’s Poem-A-Day. Karyna’s honors include the Hopwood Award, the Verlaine Prize, and 
the Kathryn A. Morton Prize in Poetry. She holds an MFA from the University of Michigan, and recently 
earned her PhD in literature and creative writing from the University of Houston where she served as 
poetry editor and managing editor for Gulf Coast.  She is currently the Diane Middlebrook Fellow in 
Poetry at the University of Wisconsin where she serves as the senior poetry editor for Devil’s Lake. 

Space at this workshop is limited to 15 writers, so reserve your place today at: 
https://squareup.com/market/sundress-publications

The Sundress Academy for the Arts (SAFTA) is an artists' residency that hosts workshops, retreats, and 
residencies for writers, actors, filmmakers, and visual artists. All are guided by experienced, professional 
instructors from a variety of creative disciplines who are dedicated to cultivating the arts in Eastern 
Tennessee. 

Web: http://www.sundressacademyforthearts/ Facebook: SundressPublications
Email: safta@sundresspublications.com Twitter: SundressPub


